CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

intellectual class of ability infinitely superior
to that of the original Muslims and able to
attract the best elements of the Arab
nationality to their teaching. It was as
impossible for these apostate Christians to
abandon their old habits of thought as it
was hopeless to expect any sudden change
in the economic conditions under which
they lived. Christian theories of God and
the world naturally assumed a Muhammedan
colouring and thus the great process of
accommodating Christianity to Muham-
medanism was achieved. The Christian
contribution to this end was made partly
directly and partly by teaching, and in the
intellectual as well as in the economic sphere
the ultimate ideal was inevitably dictated
by the superior culture of Christianity.
The Muhammedans were thus obliged to
accept Christian hypotheses on theological
points and the fundaments of Christian and
Muhammedan culture thus become identical.
I use the term hypotheses, for the reason
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